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Historical research provides a qualitative interpretative method aniquely Tormulated 1o ex-
plain the causes of change through tme, As such, it offers considerable petential for capanding
our curcent understanding of inherently dynamic and volatle lbrary phenomena, In this paper a
threg-stape framework ol methodology s proposed: rescarch design, historical analysis and re-
port preparation. Disserlalions on histoneal cesearch are reviewed as backpround Lo examine Lhe
nature and application of historical research in library and informialion science.
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Historical method may be delined a5 o systemati
body of principles and rules desipned to aid effec-
tively in galhering the source-materials of histary,
appraising Lheom eritically, and presenfing a synth.
esis (generally inowritten form) of the resulls
achieved { & 12 ),
B illam Wiersma
Historical research is the process of critical inquiry
into past evenis lo produce an accurale deserip-
lion and mterpretation of those events {38 13 ),
M. B Gay
Histery research s the systemabic collection and
objective evaluntion of data related 1o past oceurr-
ences in order o test hypotheses concerning
causes, elfects, or trends of these evenls thal may
help Lo explain present events and anticipale lu-
ture events {55 14 ) .
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